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Wide Open Space: art in the public  realm, localism and rural regeneration

What does Localism mean for the quality of our environment and enhancement of our public spaces ?

How do we continue to be creative in making places in the light of a major re - orientation of public policy and finances ?
Is there still a role for art and design which addresses key social issues such as housing, transport and other community nee ds or should the
focus return to economics, branding and o6iconicé6é art °?
The conference will face up to these issues as a new a genda emerges for the contribution of developers, authorities, planners, artists, architects and
designers to public and private places and spaces at a time of radical change for rural counties and their communities. Key t hemes will be:

1 Localism, community planning and rural housing

1 Creating new, intergenerational, common spaces in the countryside
1 Enhancing sensitive landscapes and relational infrastructure

9 Tourism, interpretation and public space

Highlighting Dorset's recent achievemen  ts in commissioning art and design for the public realm it will use examples from the Jurassic Coast public art
programme, projects at Weymouth for the 2012 Olympics and the new Wide Open Space programme of research on context specific, cross - disciplinary
art, design and heritage collaborations. Speakers include Minister of State , The Rt Hon Oliver Letwin MP, an architect of Localism, Professor Malcolm

Miles (Plymouth University ), art and regeneration critic , Stephen Ratcliffe , Director of Planning and Partnerships, La ke Distric t National Park on art,
landscape and heritage in Cumbria , artists Michael Pinsky and London Fieldworks , public art specialist Maggie Bolt , curator of Wide Open Space Alex
Murdin , Tom Mu nro (Manager, Dorset Area of O utstanding Natural Beauty), David Lohfink (Land and Planning Manager for developers C G Fry & Son),
Kevin Morris (Policy Manager for the Environment,  North Dorset District Council ). Featuring two participation sessions , 0 A g o,rbyaftist co - operative
The People Speak

This meeting is an initiative of The Do rset Design and Heritage Forum |, whose aim is to promote quality design that respects the county's landscape

heritage within community planning, land use planning and arts practice. Wide Open Space is being delivered by Willis Newson, the UKds | eading
independent arts consultancy working with health, community and education partners in public spaces. It is funded by Dorset County Council and Arts

Council England.

Booking form on the Wide Open Space page at http://www.dorsetforyou.com/390685 - DEADLINE 17- 30, 20/05/11

Dorset Design and Heritage Forum Jurassic Coast Arts Programme Weymouth and Portland Partnership Willis Newson
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http://www.jurassiccoast.com/393/category/creative-coast-246.html
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Registration, tea and coffee

Welcome
Hilary Cox, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for
Environment , Dorset County C ouncil

Introduction
Kevin Morris, Chair, Dorset Design and Heritage
Forum

The lure of ¢ reativity: art, localism and the land
Malcolm Miles , Professor of Cultural Theory,
University of Plymouth

Localism and the environment

The Right Hon. Oliver Letwin, MP , FRSA

Minister of State for the Cabinet Office

Agora 8 a participation session by The People Speak

Buffet | unch by The Peasant Evolution

Artists in public:  projects and practices in Dorset
Maggie Bolt , Maggie Bolt Associates

Wide Open Space
Alex Murdin, Creative Places Development Manager
Dorset Design and Heritage Foru m

14-00

14-25

14-50

15-20

15-50

16-00

16-50

17-00

Intergeneration
London Fieldworks /  David Lohfink , Land Manager,
C.G. Fry & Son

The Rural Roads Protocol

Michael Pinsky / Tom Munro , Manager, Dorset Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty

Break

Enhancing sensitive landscapesin  Cumbria

Stephen Ratcliffe , Director of Planning and
Partnerships, La ke Distric t National Park

The future for public  design, art and heritage in
Dorset é

Kevin Morris, Chair, Dorset Design and Heritage
Forum

Agora 8 a participation session by The People Speak

Conclusion

Close

Please note items on the programme may change without notice.



Speakers

Kevin Morris is Policy Manager for the Environment at North Dorset District Council . Kevin is a qualified chartered town planner, urban designer and building conservation specialist. He is

currently responsible for a wide portfolio including building conservation, tre es and |l andscape, climate change and the arts together with co
work. Kevin regularly works with local communities on the preparation of village and town design statements and parish plans. He is currently cha irman of the Dorset Design and Heritage

forum, vice - chair of the DSP Culture theme Group and Chairman of the Dorset Design and Conservati on Of Hehaserewodsly Garkedfq the Royal Borough of Windsor and

Maidenhead, the London Borough of Cro  ydon and the London Borough of Bromley before moving to Dorset in 2001. http://www.dorsetforyou.com/390645

Malcolm Miles is Professor of Cultural Theory in the Faculty of Arts at the University of Plymouth, UK. He co - chairs the Culture - Theory - Space research group (located in the School of
Architecture); supervises doctoral research between critical theory and contemporary culture and urbanism; contributes to doc toral workshops on research methods in the arts ; and carries
out research for publication. His main research interest is in the development of critical theories of culture and society si nce the mid twentieth century, in relation to contemporary art and

urban change. Within this are questions around the extent to which the utopian content of modernism can be salvaged; the need to develop critical theory in a period of global ¢ ultures; and
the cross - currents of a post - socialist Eastern Europe. He retains along - term interest in questions of pictorial spac e and the insights on art offered by psychoanalytic as well as political
approaches. Among recent publications is Urban Utopias: the built and social architectures of alternative settlements , London, Routledge, 2008 , Cities & Cultures , London, Routledge , 2007,
and Urban Avant - Gardes: art, architecture and change , London, Routledge, 2004. He lives in Totnes, Devon, and supports the Green Party. http://www.malcolmmiles.org.uk/

The Rt Hon Oliver Letwin , FRSA,is the Member of Parliament for West Dorset and Minister of State for the Cabinet Office with responsibility for policy. Oliver has been involved in policy

formation and policy thinking for the last 25 years, since he worked for Mrs Thatcher in Downing Stre etin the 1980s. In a varied career, he has been a philosophy don at Cambridge, a civil

servant and a bank director. He has written many books, pamphlets and articles, including Ethics, Emotion and the Unity of the Self | Privatising the World and The Purpo se of Politics . Oliver

is a passionate champion of progressive social reform, a cause which he advocated strongly as Shadow Home Secretary in his sp eeches on the 6éneighbourly societyd;
invol ved with Il ain Duncan Siceisihce iveas flesefounded Hefisccommiteddoi eavironmdental causes, leading the Conservative Party into the cross - party talks on

the Climate Change Bill, and making speeches on the place of beauty in politics when he was Shadow Secretary for the Envi ronment. He is also a localist, and campaigned from the

Conservative Front Bench for Nick Hurdds Sustainable Communi ti e stiedfandlqcal gohernmdnts ina@egoatine paverhedby ous move t o
central government.  http://www.oliverletwinmp.com/

The People Speak create projects that give people an excuse to enjoy speaking to each other. The formats look familiar at first: a chat show , a game show or even a soccer kick - about, but
once people are involved, there's  no limit to where they can take each other. A new format "Agora" tasks the few - to - many communication model of the regular panel discussion formats and
opens it up to create a participatory and reciprocal conversatio n. It turns an auditorium, cinema or theatre into a genuine space for conversation between audience members. It makes the

most of the knowledge base and ideas of the collective audience to produce a dynamic recording of the proceedings. Recent commissions for The People Speak have come from NESTA,
Futerra, The Prince's Trust, Islington, Southwark, Camden, Hackney and Sutton Councils, The Tate and the South London Gallery. The People Speak's mo st recent endeavouris a 3 year

public art pr oject known as 'Genius Loci' commissioned by Essex County Council. The aim of the project has been to engage and inspire peop le to feed ideas into a major Thames Gateway
regeneration development, which has resulted in the creation of portable inflatable co mmunity space structure called' Home Sweet Dome '. www.thepeoplespeak.org.uk

Maggie Bolt is the Director of Maggie Bolt Associates a multidisciplinary p ublic art consultancy. Founded in 2010 it creates successful strategies for high quality public art activity. Maggie

Bolt has over 25 years experience in the contemporary visual art field. She is a creative and strategic thinker, who has spec ialised in t he field of public art and is widely recognised as one of
the key players in this sector. Maggie was the founding Director of Public Art South West, (which closed March 2010). Maggie has been Vice Chair of ixia  &public art think tank, is currently
on the b oard of the Architecture Centre Devon and Cornwall and the Gloucester Heritage Urban Regeneration Company and was previously a board member of AXIS. She is member of the
Urban Design Group, a Fellow of the RSA and sits on various design review panels incl uding the South West Design Review Panel.  www.maggieboltassociates.com



http://www.dorsetforyou.com/390645
http://www.malcolmmiles.org.uk/
http://www.oliverletwinmp.com/
http://homesweetdome.d.sitesavvy.net/about/
http://www.thepeoplespeak.org.uk/
http://www.maggieboltassociates.com/

Alex Murdin is an artist, curator, and producer specialising in artwork in the public realm, particular ly for coastal and countryside  sites. Recent projects include acting as artist in residence

for Lyme Regis, a project on community tourism for Jaywick in Essex and the current role of Creative Places Development Manager for Dorset where he has set up Wide Open Space, a
development progr amme for public art & design on behalf of the Dorset Design and Heritage Forum. Previous experience includes extensive public realm work and high level roles with
Willis News on, Aune Head Arts, Artsmatrix ~ and the Devon Guild of Craftsmen. He currently an Arts Council England Artistic Assessor and is a researcher on rural public art  at University

College Falmouth. http://www.ruralrecreation.org.uk/

Michael Pinsky is a renowned British artist whose internatio nal projects have created innovative and challenging works in galleries and public spaces. He has undertaken many residencies

that explore issues which shape and influence the use of our public realm. Taking the combined roles of artist, urban planner , activist, researcher, and resident, he starts residencies and
commissions without a specified agenda, working with local people and resources, allowing the physical, social and political environment to define his working methodology. He has
exhibited extensiv ely in galleries and festivals such as TATE Britain, the Saatchi Gallery, the ICA, London; BALTIC, Gateshead; Centre for Cont emporary Art, Glasgow; Modern Art Oxford. Dr
Michael Pinsky graduated from the Royal College of Art. He has given public talks for the Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment, Institute of Contemporary Art and the

Finnish Academy for the Arts.  http://www.michaelpinsky.com/

London Fieldworks is an art partnership between Bruce Gilchrist and Jo Joelson renowned for the unique model they have offered up for creative research and collaboration and their

ambition for imaginatively sited projects at the interface of art, science and technology. London Fieldworks have produced a body of works spanning a decade involving artists, writers,
composers, scientists, architects and engineers. These multifaceted, interdisciplinary projects have resulted in surprising p artnerships and innovative artworks. Their practice encompasses
both gallery projects and works for public spaces. Recent projects have included the acclaimed Superkingdom, Outlandia and Syzergy/Polaria , showing in spaces and places such as the
Science Museum, London, Stour Valley Arts, Milan and California. http://www.londonfieldworks.com/

Tom Munro is the manager of the Dorset Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (DAONB) Team. The Dorset AONB is the fifth largest of 47 in England, Wales and Northern Ireland covering 40%
of the county ; it's probably the most populous too. Designated for its wonderful coastal, downland, heathland and rural vale landscapes, t he team works to ensure the area's protection,
enhancement and sustainable management in partnership with landowners, farmers, plan ners, developers and engineers. Tom is an agriculturalist and ecologist by background with a
passion for Dorset's inspirational landscape and an understanding of the value of creative approaches to design in sensitive environments such as this.  http://www.dorsetaonb.org.uk/

David Lohfink BSc(Hons), MA, MRTPI is Land and Planning Manager for C G Fry & Son. David has 20 years experience in all aspects of planning having been previously employed as a

Planning Office r for various District Councils, a planning consultant and then a Development Manager for a small house - building company. C G Fry & Son was founded in the 1920s when
craftsmen were held in high regard and skills respected. They have held on to this sense o f history, but not at the expense of vision, innovation and new technologies & their view is that our
past has given us the strongest possible foundations on which to base a forward - looking company. C G Fry & Son build new homes and commissions projects fo r both commercial and

private clients, including bespoke joiner y, extensions and renovations.  http://www.cgfry.co.uk/

Stephen Ratcliffe is Director of Planning and Partnerships at the Lake District National Park and responsible for the  Lake District National Park Design Programme which aims to open the
National Park for great design - interior and exterior, involving staff and members in discussions with people about any new development and its design. It ai ms to inspire architects,
designers an d planning consultants. A s Stephen says " We dondt want design guidelines for the Lake District Nm@antednal

Projects have included Art in the Par  k at the Yorkshire Sculpture Park, Bretton near Wakefield and a programme of events, seminars and site visits.
http://www.lakedistrict.gov.uk/index/planning/designprogramme.htm

Par k.

\
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Practical Information

Who should attend : Commercial d evelopers, government agencies, local authority members and officers (county, district, town, parish), NGOs, arts
organisations, education al establishments , third sector organisations and voluntary groups € Planners, architects, artists, academics, engineers,

landscape architects, other design professionals, arts officers and anyone with an interest in creative public realm projects é

Venue: The Exchange, Sturminster Newton, Dorset, DT10 1QU http://www.stur - exchange.co.uk/

Lunch: A delicious buffet lunch will be provided by The Peasant Evolution, w hich uses as much of its own local, seasonal produce as possible, including

meat, vegetables, eggs, preserves and dairy products produced on its own certified organic smallholding in Wootton Fitzpaine.

Travel: There is no railway station in Sturminster Ne wton. The nearest station is at Sherborne, which is approximately 2 hours from Bristol, or London

and 1 hour from Exeter. If you are coming by train, a free bus will be available from Sherborne Station to the venue.
Accommodation: The closest bed and break fast accommodation in Sturminster Newton:

 Hazeldene 601258 472 224

T http://www.4hotels.co.uk/uk/sturminster - newton70432.html

Pub accommodation in Sturminster Newton:

 The Swan Inn, 8 01258 472 208 - http://www.4hotels.co.uk/uk/hotels/swaninn.html
1 The White Hart, DT10 1AN & 01258 472 593
1 TheBullpub 601258 & 472435

Cost: £35 for individuals , £20 concession ary rate and for all those resident in Dorset (includes VAT @ 20%)

Booking form available from  http://www.dorsetforyou.com/390685 or www.willisnewson.co.uk

DEADLINE for bookings 17 - 30, 20/05/2011

Cover images : Michael Pinsky dQuiet Tour éand a work by Gary Breeze for Durlston Country Park
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Wide Open Space Project Summaries

Project: Rural Roads Protocol

http://www.michaelpinsky.com/

Partners: Dorset County Council, West Dorset District
Council, Dorset Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
Artist: Michael Pinsky

This project has flowed from the Rural Roads Protocol,
which aims to enhance the visual appearance of rural
roads for the benefit of local communities and visitors by
reducing signage and encouraging more sustainable,
safer transport modes. Artist Michael Pinsky worked on
alternatives to typical rural road design, making essential
infrastructure a contributor, rather than a detractor, to

the particular place it is located in. He has out lined both
permanent features that declutter and enhance street
furniture and temporary interventions that build up a

long term memory of potential risk for drivers. The

overall effect is that new interest is created for road

users and the need of resident s for safer public spaces

next to roads (or even as shared spaces) is addressed.

FULL REPORT AND DESIGNS DOWNLOADABLE Anttp://www.dorsetforyou.com/media.jsp?mediaid=159241 &filetype=pdf



http://www.michaelpinsky.com/
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Project: New housing, Putton Lane, Chickerell

http://www.londonfieldworks.com/

http://www.cgfry.co.uk/

http://www.chickerell

- tc.gov.uk/

Partners: C G Fry and Sons, Chickerell Town Council,
West Dors et District Council, Dorset County Council
Artists: London Fieldworks (Jo Joelson and Bruce
Gilchrist)

A new open space as part of a housing development on

the edge of a Dorset village has been an opportunity for
artist and design input that supports both a better
understanding of the heritage of the site and the creation

of an intergenerational public space. London Fieldworks
have designed a permeable meeting place based on the
medieval archaeology of the site. They have also
contributed to the Management Plan for the landscaping
of the area to create a historical wildflower meadow. A
good example of an enlightened developer and Town
Council working in partnership to bring together a future
community from the housing estate with existing

groups, particular ly young people.


http://www.londonfieldworks.com/
http://www.cgfry.co.uk/
http://www.chickerell-tc.gov.uk/

Project: Road for the future: Maiden Newton to Bridport trailway

Partners: Sustrans and The Dorset Wildlife Trust
Curator : Anna Best

Wide Open space has funded lead artist and curator Ann
Best to research the feasibility of a programme of
commissions to engage local people in the creation of

new common spaces along a trailway currently in
development. The route will use a shared use pat h along
the route of the former Maiden Newton - Bridport railway
which would provide a traffic - free route for commuters
and school children in an area with limited public

transport. Temporary projects by internationally - known
artists have been staged to enga ge local people with the
development process, raise awareness (and funds) and

get local landowners on board.

Already the trailway has seen events from Phil Minton's
Feral Choir and the itinerant Energy Café by Pilot
Publishing.

An ongoing programme of cu ltural activity & a "Road f or the Future" is also planned which has already obtained provisional support from Arts Council

England. To support this project or for further information contact Anna Best through the project website:

http://annabest.info/common - projects/

Watch the Feral Choir perform on the trailway: http://www.transiti

onvision.tv/play/Arts _and Leisure/The Feral Choir at Maiden Newton -

The_Whole Performance



http://annabest.info/common-projects/
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Project: Commonplaces, Shaftesbury

Partners: Shaftesbury Civic Society, North Dorset District
Council

Designers: Simon Pirie and ZMMA architects

Designer - maker Simon Pirie and ZMMA architects have
been asked by Shaftesbury Civic Society to research and
develop proposals with the local community for a public
space, The Commons, in Shaftesbury. The aims are to see
how the unique heritage of this market town can be made
more accessible to both visitors from outside and incomers
from new settlements being created on its eastern edge. In
particular the collaborative team have been asked to
consider how traditional local materials could be brought

up to date and used di  fferently, addressing key
sustainability agendas. A key part of the process has been
consultation with local people through events on The
Commons, the physical heart of Shaftesbury . The design

team want to create something the town can be proud of,

that wi Il be useful as a focal point, meeting place, trading

- j wll_) 4 I ! s post, performance area or just a place to sit and people
‘0—-.4 r - P e T - -lw_l -

watch.
The Civic Society is looking for further support for the project, contact Jan Scott on 07831 300741 for more information

http://www.simonthomaspirie.co.uk/

http://www.zmma.com/

http://www.shaftesburydorset.com/content.asp?sid=9&cid=82
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Bog standard or b eautiful é

Project: Newtons Cove Bridge, Weymouth
Partners: Dorset Engineering Consortium (DEC); DCC Art Team, AONB, Coastal Rangers and Weymouth and Portland Community Partnership

Artist:  Christopher Tipping

In special locations such  as our World Heritage Site of the Jurassic Coast, why have infrastructure
like this

Artists are primarily creative thinkers, who use this skill to create objects and images. They can help create projects th at move from the ordinary to
the extraordinary. Artists, who are able to un - prescriptively respond to the context of a location, can change a space into a place and give it a special

sense of identity ,creating 6 pr i d e a YWe peéddoccedie opportun ities where we can encourage cross disciplinary team working; building
collaborative processes with artists, engineers, architects and others who have a vital impact on shaping public space. This replacement pedestrian
bridge at Newtonds CdesignedbWanwartisbamd DorsewBEngineering Consultancy (DEC), with valuable input from Area of

Outstanding Natural Beauty, Coastal Rangers and Dorset County Council Art team . The project has been awarded the Olympic 2012 Inspire Mark and

Merit from Weym outh Civic Society .

More information on the Jurassic Coast Arts Programme is here http://www.jurassiccoast.com/393/category/creative - coast - 246.html


http://www.jurassiccoast.com/393/category/creative-coast-246.html

Project: Durlston Country Park

Tortricodes alternella Eana incanana Aleimma loeflingiana Tortrix
viridana Green Oak Tortrix Croesia bergmanniana Croesia forss-
kaleana Croesia holmiana Acleris laterana  Acleris sparsana
Acleris rhombana Rhomboid Tortrix Acleris aspersana  Acleris
ferrugana Acleris notana Acleris variegana Garden Rose Tortrix
Acleris boscana Acleris hastiana Acleris cristana  Acleris hye-
mana Acleris literana Acleris emargana Celypha striana Cely-
pha lacunana Olethreutes doubledayana Piniphila bifascana He-
dya pruniana Plum Tortrix Hedya dimidioalba Marbled Orchard
Tortrix Hedya ochroleucana  Endothenia gentianaeana Endo-
thenia marginana Endothenia ericetana Lobesia abscisana Lob-
esia littoralis Bactra lancealana Ancylis achatana Ancylis comp-
tana  Ancylis badiana  Epinotia bilunana Epinotia immundana
Epinotia nisella Epinotia signatana  Epinotia abbreviana Croci-
dosma plebejana Rhopobota naevana Zeirphera isertana Gyp-
sonoma dealbana Epiblema cynosbatella Epiblema uddmanniana
Bramble Shoot moth Epiblema trimaculana Epiblema rosaecolana
Epiblema foenella  Epiblema scutulana Epiblema costipunctana

http://www.luluguinn.com/

http://www.durlston.co.uk/

Partners: Architect MJ Long, DCC Durlston Rangers, Property

Services, Art Team

Artist:  Lulu Quin

Lulu Quin initially worked as part of the Durlston design team on

concept development. This led her to being commissioned for the

interpretative wor.kThegtdsbpiecdwilbaBdaacter si t y o6

as the lighting design for the café in the newly renovated castle,

due to open in September 2011. The glass panels make up the

walls and are lazer etched with the names of the 10,000 s pecies

found at Durlston. The panel lighting can be made brighter or

softer, suiting all occasions. The project has been funded by Arts

Council England and the

Durlston Project Team


http://www.luluquinn.com/
http://www.durlston.co.uk/

Project: Charmouth Bridge, West Dorset

Partners: Dorset Engineering Consortium (DEC); DCC Art
Team, AONB, Coastal Rangers and Jurassic Coast Team.

Artists: Sansfacon

Sansfagon, an art ist / architect collaboration Officers at

Dorset County Council came together to develop a brief for a

replacement bri dge for the Jurasosfi ¢ Coast
Natural World Heritage Site, which appointed artists to lead

on the design and work  with engineers. The bridge at

Charmouth Beach, West Dorset will open in April 2011.

This collaboration included representatives from DCC Cultural Services, Dorset Engineering Consultancy, Dorset Countryside Coastal Rangers, the
Dorset Area of Outstandin g Natural Beauty (AONB) and the World Heritage Team. The core team had input into all stages of the appointment process,
which finally selected the artists to work on concept design collaboratively with the engineers. The design team also liaised closely with the
community, including a series of workshops with Charmouth Primary School. Sessions were facilitated on practical engineering solutions and on

infrastructure placed inou r environments, looking at aesthetics , scale and site. The project has been a warded the 2012 Olympics Inspire Mark . The
project has been funded by Arts ~ Council England , Dorset AONB, Coastal Rangers, Jurassic Coast Arts Programme, Section 106 (W  est Dorset District

Council ) and Weymouth Relief Road Improvement Group.

http://www.sansfacon.co.uk/

http://www.dorsetforyou.com/charmouthfootbridge



http://www.sansfacon.co.uk/
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Project: Durlston Country Pa

http://www.garybreeze.co.uk/

rk, accessible zig zag path

http://www.durlston.co.uk/

to the Castle

Partners: Fine Foundation, Dorset AONB, Dorset
County Council Art Team and Rangers, Jurassic

Coast Arts Programme

Artists: Gary Breeze and Poet Laureate Carol Ann

Duffy

Gary Breeze was commissioned to come up with a
concept for an accessible path, leading visitor sto
the castle. The brief expected a geological timeline

to be incorporated into this. Part of the journ ey
takes the visitor tofracksu-gh
where you can touch, smell and see the grandeur of
the geo logy. The path includes scientific quo  tes
and verses of poems to convey the subject matter,

and relates to other poetry that is already quirkily
dotted around the park. The Poet laureate Carol

Ann Duffy is currently being commissioned to write

a verse for this timeline. The path will be inst alled

ready for the Castle opening in September 2011.


http://www.garybreeze.co.uk/
http://www.durlston.co.uk/

